Friends of Humanity International: Israel is demanded to stop torturing the Palestinians in Jenin and West Bank cities and the Gaza Strip
Israeli Occupational Forces (IOF) turn to kill Palestinian civilians including infants and embryos and commit barbarous acts and oppressive abuses of their natural rights

Throughout twenty five months Israel assassinated at least fifty eight Palestinian children below the age of four
Introduction

Stories of killings of Palestinian children by the IOF are numerous. Ahmad Majed Ahmad Omais, 14 year child from Tolkarim camp, was shot in his neck on 28/10/2002; Salem Abdel Qader Al Shaer, 14 year Palestinian from Rafah, was killed on 26/10/2002; Ahmad Mahmoud Abu Ja'afar, 16 years Palestinian killed on 24/10/2002 and Fuad Abu Ghali, 15 year Palestinian killed on 27/10/2002, were both from the city of Jenin north of the occupied Palestinian West Bank territory and shot in the head by the Israeli snipers. These killings in addition to other endless assassinations of Palestinian civilians bear witness to the indifference on the part of the Israeli Government and its military and settlers groups toward the lives of the Palestinian civilians who have been subjected to deliberate organized killing undertaken by the IOF during their ongoing illegal military operations in the Palestinian civilian territories since 28 September 2000.

Friends of Humanity deems the killing of innocent old people, workers, farmers, the handicapped, women, students and pupils, children and kids and infants and other civilians as barbarous and inhumane acts that contradict with the humanitarian convention and the international humanitarian law. Such acts constitute abuses of their rights of life, work, education and medication.  

The aggressive policy implemented by the Israeli Government against the Palestinians goes on producing drastic devastation resulting from bombing the residential areas; the incursions into the cities and villages and refugees camps in the occupied Palestinian territories of the West Bank and Gaza Strip; evicting and terrifying and killing the residents, demolishing their houses, damaging their property and crops and jailing a large number of them in collective detention centres. The events that have been taking place since the recent invasion of the city of Jenin on 24/10/2002, including the imposition of curfews, raiding the houses, crashing the doors and walls besides the detentions, the killings and shootings, are all reflections of the same oppressive policy which the Israeli Premier advocated in his statement of last summer as saying "The Palestinians must sustain the losses".
Friends of Humanity condemns the bloody practices of the Israeli Forces in targeting all the Palestinian civilian groups particularly the babies, infants and kids who are killed in cold blood as the missiles of the Israeli military machine positioned around and inside the Palestinian residential areas as well as the gas bombs, the military barricades and the restrictions imposed on the residents' movement cause numerous deaths among civilians with large number of children victims among them.
Death toll of kids under the age of four in the period from 2 October to 29 October 2002 reached 58. Moreover, the shooting of gas bombs, the blockage procedures and siege imposed on the Palestinian territories caused an indefinite number of abortions among Palestinian pregnant women which holds Israel directly responsible for the loss of the life of a large number of Palestinian embryos, babies and infants.
Israeli Crimes against Palestinian embryos, babies and their parents 
Based on the data gathered by Friends of Humanity International, the following cases represent the murders perpetrated by the Israeli Military Forces and the settlers groups against the Palestinian embryos and infants under the age of four during the period mentioned above: 
1- On 13/10/2002 Tawfiq Hossam Al Braiki (one and a half years old infant from Rafah) was killed and his grandfather Tawfiq Hafith Al Braiki (60 years) died of serious injury on 24/10/2002 following the demolition of several houses including their house with explosives and bulldozers during their night sleep. Another resident was killed and 25 others were injured in this assault, among the injured was the infant's sister Nagam Hossam Al Braiki (40 days only) who suffered from a serious injury.

2-  On 26/9/2002 Gharam Mohamad Ibrahim Ghannam (16 months infant from Al Thahriya to the west of the city of Hebron) was killed by a grave head contusion caused by a steel gas duct released by the IOF and of severe unconsciousness after she had breathed in the gas. The infant was with her mother at the bus stop on Adel Street near Bab Al Zawya area in the city of Hebron when the IOF shot tear gases at the citizens in an attempt to enforce curfew in the city. 
3- On 23/9/2002 Rawan Morad Eissa Hreizan (3 days infant from Hebron) died when the IOF stationed at the Abosnina quarter prevented them from crossing the barricade to Al Mohtasib Children Hospital. The parents had to take a long and rough road across the surrounding hills and to grieve their infant who died during the journey to the hospital.

4-  On 15/8/2002 Ayman Basem Faris (4 years kid from Khan Yunis) was shot in the head during an assault undertaken by the IOF who fired guns aimlessly at the residents and houses in the Western Sater area. 
5- On 1/8/2002 Niveen Jihad Salma (3 years infant from Al Zaytoon quarter in Gaza) died of a shot in her head when the IOF attacked the area during the incursion starting on 21/7/2002.
6- On 31/7/2002 Madlene Medien Younis Nasasra (9 months old infant) died following long hours of waiting at the checkpoint of Beet Forik town east of Nablus in very hot weather which caused her severe health problems and could reach the National Hospital later in a miserable health condition. 
7- On 27/7/2002 Amna Al Ashqar (from Askar camp in Nablus) lost her embryo when she tumbled during an Israeli attack on the residential quarters there.
8- 12 On 22/7/2002 five infants were killed when Israeli fighters bombed the Palestinian houses in Adaraj overpopulated quarter in Gaza. Two residential buildings were razed and several other adjacent buildings were damaged in the assault which attempted to assassinate a Palestinian leader. Also, three children and six other residents were killed and more than 70 people were injured in the attack. The names of the infant victims are as follows:
Mohamad Raed Matar (4 years) and
Ayman Raed Matar (18 months), both brothers were killed with their mother Eman Ibrahim Hasan Matar (27 years) and their sister Dalia (5 years).

Subhi Mahmoud Al Hweiti (4 years) and
Mohamad Mahmoud Al Hweiti (3 years), both brothers were killed with their mother Mona Fahmi Al Hweiti (30 years)

Dina Rami Matar (2 months)

13- On 6/7/2002 Nour Mohamad Al Hindi (two years) and her mother Randa Khalid Al Hindi (40 years) from the city of Khan Yunis were killed in the car on the coast road connecting Kahn Yunis and Gaza after guns had been fired aimlessly from the Israeli watchtowers stationed near Sheik Ajleen area.

14- On 23/6/2002 wife of Mazen Al Asi (from Karada Bani Hassan town in Salfit) lost her baby who was born in the house as the ambulance from nearby towns was delayed by the siege and the Israeli military barricades. 

15- On 25/5/2002 Fadia Mostafa Najajra (from Nahaleen in Bethlehem) lost her baby during delivery at Al Khader military checkpoint stationed at the south west of the city of Bethlehem as the Israeli soldiers prevented her from crossing the checkpoint to the hospital of Bethlehem. 
16- On 24/5/2002 wife of Ghaleb Ibrahim Abdel Fatta Salem (from Jourish village east of the city of Nablus) lost her embryo during acute bleeding as ambulances were not permitted to enter the village. The husband took his wife in his own car and at Hawara military barricade the soldiers did not allow them to pass. They had to travel for four hours on foot and in a carriage along the unpaved road of Tel village which ended with the death of the baby. 
17-18 On 5/5/2002 Basel Mohamad Zakarna (4 years) and his sister Abeer Mohmad Zakarna (3 years) and their mother Fatma Ibrahim Abdulla Zakarna from Kabatya town in Jenin were killed when an Israeli tanker bombed their farm at the east of the town where they were attending to some farming work. The Israeli forces fired guns at them under the pretext of suspicion and delayed the rescue teams and vehicles for hours.

19- 
On 5/5/2002 Rahma Mer'e (33 years) from Anin village / Jenin lost her baby when the IOF stationed at Anin barricade at the north west of Jenin prevented her from passing the checkpoint to the maternity hospital for two hours and a half. The lady was in labour and could not avoid giving birth in the car where her newborn died immediately. 
20-
On 3/5/2002 Alia Sadaqa's baby died when the IOF prevented her from going to the maternity hospital of Ramalla through the military checkpoint near Ein Erik town at the west of the city. The mother in labour had to walk along rough roads across the nearby hills until her health condition worsened causing severe bleeding and loss of the baby's life. 
21-
On 1/5/2002 Huda Mohamad Mesed Shalof (11 months infant) was killed when the Israeli tankers bombed the houses near Rafa border passage. Some of the bombs fell on the houses of the Shalof family caused the infant deadly injuries in the head and serious injury of her father Mohamad (24 years) and other six family members. Also, the handicapped young Abdulla Hamdan Shalof was killed when the Israeli tankers ran over him.
22-
On 20/4/2002 Faraj Hikmat Odwan (4 years) and Khairi Bassam Shehada Awad (10 years) and his brother Ra'fat Bassam Shehada Awad (11 years), all from Awarta village east of Nablus, were killed when an Israeli military vehicle rushed into their car and dragged it over a distance of 100 meters until it sloped down Hawara town in Nablus.

23-
On 20/4/2002 Donia Naser Eshtiya (4 days baby) died after she had waited for long hours in the ambulance at the Israeli military checkpoint on Caesar Street in Nablus. The baby went through hard birth with the help of the local doctor after the IOF had prevented the mother to leave Salem village to the maternity hospital in Nablus. It is worth mentioning that the car which was taking the infant's dead body accompanied by the parents back to the village was shot near the Israeli settlement "Alon More".  
24-
On 17/4/2002 Tabarak Jaber Odeh (4 years kid from Deer El Hatab village east of Nablus) died of measles when her parents were not permitted to move her to Nablus Hospital for medication. 

25-
On 12/4/2002 the body of Anas Sameer Omar Al Shaebi (4 years) and the bodies of his two brothers Azzam (7 years) and Abdulla (10 years) and five members of his family were lifted from he debris of their house that was razed by the Israeli tankers during the incursion into the old city of Nablus on 3/4/2002. 

26-
On 12/4/2002 Tahani and her husband Ali Sha'ar from Nablus had their premature baby born in his fourth month at the family house. The IOF prevented the parents to take their baby to the hospital and fired guns at the ambulance of the Palestinian Red Crescent that attempted to reach the parents' house to transport them and their baby to the hospital. The baby died because his survival needed incubation. 
27-
On 11/4/2002 Ahed Rasmi Ali Hamad (4 years) from Yatta town / Hebron was shot dead by the Israeli army during its incursion into the town.

28-
On 2/4/2002 the wife of Kahlid Al Atrash had her embryo killed after she had been severely injured during a huge military operation undertaken by the IOF that fired guns aimlessly in the city of Bethlehem.

29-
On 22/3/2002 Riham Hossam Abu Taha (4 years infant) was shot dead while playing in front of her house. The bullet went through her left eye during an intensive attack by the IOF on the houses in Al Barzil quarter in Rafah south of Gaza.
30-
On 14/3/2002 Hana' Abu Zaid mourned her baby whose health condition required special care at a specialized hospital. The ambulance that took the baby from Aqsa Martyrs Hospital in the centre of Gaza Strip heading to Al Naser Children Hospital in Gaza was delayed at the Israeli checkpoint stationed at Martyrs Crossroad near the Netsarim Settlement, and made saving the baby's life impossible.
31- On 9/3/2002 Rana Jayousi (from Kour village / Tolkarim), wife of Ziyad Salah Mohamad Al Jayousi, died during labour when the IOF at the military barricade stationed to the north of the city did not allow her to pass to the maternity hospital in the city of Qalqilya. The baby died with his mother.
32-
On 4/3/2002 Shayma'a Emad Ibrahim Al Masri (4 years) died of severe wounds when an Israeli tanker fired guns at civilian cars in Al Amari camp in Ramallah. In this attack four children above the age of four were killed and four infants were injured:
Baha'a Eziddin Al Masri (two years) from Ramalla 

Fadel Mostafa Fadel (3 years) from Selwad 

Wala'a Al Khalili (4 years) from Al Amari Camp

Wafa'a Emal Al Khalili (4 years) from Al Amari Camp

All died of severe wounds over the whole body.

33- On 2/3/2002 the IOF fired guns at the ambulance that was carrying An'am AL Foqaha'a to the hospital of Ramalla. The woman in labour, wife of Hatim Mohamad Abdulla from Arora village North West of Ramalla, could not reach the hospital and gave birth to a dead baby.
34- On 28/2/2002 Huda Ghassan Al Safadi (4 years) from Ourif village / Nablus died when the IOF prevented her parents from passing Howara barricade to the Hospital of Nablus.

35- On 27/12/2001 Dalia Sofyan Khalil Ghandour (two and a half years infant from Nablus) died of severe cardioptosis that accompanied with the nervous spasm caused by the panic the infant felt in reaction to the guns fired by the Israeli tankers. The infant survived the first case of spasm when she panicked at a horrible explosion that took place in front of her house for the assassination of a Palestinian by the IOF.

36-  On 10/12/2001 Borhan Mohamad Ibrahim Al Haymoni (3 years infant from Hebron) was killed of two missiles fired at the car which was carrying the infant and his father during the IOF assassination operation that targeted a Palestinian citizen. The infant's father lost his legs.

37- On 4/12/2001 Tamer Khalid Ibrahim Kermaz (8 months infant from Salman district in Qalqilya) died when the IOF prevented his parents from crossing Habla barricade (south of Qalqilya) to the hospital. The infant suffered from severe infection of the wind pipes.
38- On 22/10/2001 Rowaida Naji Al Rashed from AL Walja Village to the north of Jericho lost her baby who was born during her long journey to the hospital of Jericho along a rough road after the IOF had not allowed her to take the regular road through Al Walja barricade. 
39- On 18/10/2001 Rihab Nofal and her baby (from Hosan village near Bethlehem) died when the IOF stationed at the military barricade near Al Kahder town did not allow her to pass to the maternity hospital though it was evident that the mother was in labour. 
40- On 8/9/2001 Amna Abdel Karim Al Safadi from Ourif village in the outskirts of Nabulus lost her baby when she was delayed for five hours at the Israeli military barricade at Hawara town on her way to the hospital.

41- On 9/9/2001 Khalid Arafat Eissa Al Batesh (3 years kid from Hebron) died of sever injuries following the attack on his house undertaken by the Israeli settlers who used explosives while storming into the house and assaulting the family members.

42- On 26/8/2001 Khater Jamal Hasan (one and a half years infant from Bazariya village south of Jenin died of breathing problems as his parents could not take him to the hospital for medication due to the siege imposed by the Israeli authorities on the Palestinians.

45-
On 25/8/2001 Shams Ibrahim Ata Bisharat (one year infant from Jaba' village north of Jerusalem) died when the IOF at the military barricade near Jaba' bridge made her parents wait for long hours before they could take her to the hospital for medication.

46-
On 23/8/2001 Abdulla Mohamad Tawfiq Atatra (3 years infant from Jenin) died while waiting for permission to pass to the hospital through the military barricade that connects Al Taram village and Ya'abad town. 

47-
On 19/8/2001 Sulaiman Abu Zaid (4 years) and his sister Enas (7 years) and their father Samir Abu Zaid from Kinda Camp in Rafah were killed during an air raid on their house targeting the father.

48-
On 11/8/2001 Zahraq Saeed Abu Shalouf (2 years) from AL Wasi district in the City of Rafah died of severe pneumonia after she had been delayed for hours by the IOF at Mowasi barricade on her way to the hospital.

49-
On 8/8/2001 Khalid Abdel Naser Mousa (4 days) from Beet Foreik/ Nablus died on the way to Rafidia Hospital in Nablus after the IOF had delayed his arrival to the hospital. 

50-
On 19/7/2001 Diya' El Deen Merwan Al Tomeizi (3 months infant from Ezhna in Hebron) was killed by the Israeli settlers who fired guns at the private car he was riding with six of his family members. The infant was shot in the head while a number of the other six passengers were killed and the rest were injured.  

51-
On 7/5/2001 Eman Mohamad Hajo (4 months infant from Deer Al Balah in Gaza Strip) was killed when her house was bombed during an Israeli raid on Palestinian civilian targets. Her mother was severely injured as well.

52-
On 30/4/2001 Malak Jamal Barakat (3 years) from Ramallah was killed in a blast of her house arranged by the Zionist security systems. Her brother Shaheed (7 years) was killed in the blast as well.

53-
On 20/3/2001 Abdel Fattah Johar Al Sebakhi (4 years) from the city of Khan Yunis in Gaza Strip died when his family was prevented from passing the border to Egypt for his medication.

54-
On 10/2/2001 Bara's Kamel Abu Samra Klaloh (22 months) from the city of Beera died.

55-
On 31/12/2000 Abdel Rahman Khaled Hamouda Khubaish (4 years) from Balata Camp near the city of Nablus died.

56-
On 23/11/2000 Maram Ahmad Hassouna (3 years) from Jazloun Camp near Hebron died when she breathed in the gases released by the IOF.

57-
On 3/11/2000 Hind Nidal Jamil Abu Qwaider (23 days) from Hebron was killed with the gases shot by the IOF.

58-
On 2/11/2000 Sara Abdel Atheem Hassan Abdel Haq (18 months) from Salfit near the city of Nablus was killed by the IOF who fired guns at her father's car.

Conclusions

The above data shows that 33 crimes, which constitute 56.70% of the total crimes, were directly committed by the IOF and settlers attacks with guns, missiles and gas bombs on houses, cars and people by fighters, tankers and individuals. These attacks, which would not occur by way of coincidence or error, reinforce the conviction that Israel is applying a systematic policy targeting the Palestinian civilians of all age groups. The statements of the Israeli government provide further evidence of this policy. In this instance we quote the Israeli Premier who described Al Daraj quarter Massacre in Gaza as a "successful operation". During this operation an Israeli fighter dropped 1000 kg bomb on a residential building killing 14 Palestinians including 8 children, injuring more than 70 and destroying a number of buildings. 
The deaths among embryos, babies and infants caused by curfews, siege and obstruction of rescue operations reached 25 cases which represents 43.30% of the total deaths. This rate indicates the grave consequences of the blockage procedures imposed by the Israeli Government and its military forces and dismisses the Israeli justification of these procedures based on security necessity. Moreover, the tight siege imposed on the Palestinian occupied territories obstructs the mission of the fact finding and media teams, which impairs the accuracy of the information and documents provided in relation to the assaults and casualties. 

The conclusion derived from the above data points to the increasing rate of the crimes perpetrated against infants and babies as the IOF committed 28 crimes, i.e. 48.30%, throughout the first year and a half of the Aqsa upheaval. Other death and killing incidents that reached 30, i.e. 52.70% of the total deaths, were recorded during the last seven months. All these facts bear witness to the policy of the Israeli government represented by its military and settlers groups aiming to accelerate violence and tyranny against Palestinians leading to increasing killing of civilians and children. 
(*)  The above statistics covered only the crimes relating to the killing and death incidents of children below the age of four and did not include the incidents which caused the injury and disability of tens of children of this age group. 
Demands of Friends of Humanity to the Israeli Government and International Community

We demand the Israeli government to acknowledge its responsibility for the horrid killings; to uncover the circumstances of all these crimes that targeted Palestinian infants and civilians during the last twenty five months and to bring the culprits to trial according to just legal procedures that are open to the public opinion and media.

We demand the Israeli government and its military forces to end the oppressive practices and acts of killing, sniping, terrifying the Palestinians, demolishing their houses and destroying their properties in the City of Jenin and its camps and in the city of Nablus.

Friends of Humanity also demands the Israeli Government and its occupational forces to stop killing civilians and damaging their property in Rafah, Khan Yunis and the rest of the Palestinian civilian territories by way of raids, attacks, razing the houses and farms and uprooting fruitful trees and all other forms of illegal practices that result in the devastation of the Palestinian civil life.  
The Israeli government is demanded to stop the acts of damaging, uprooting, stealing and confiscating olive trees and farms and other agricultural and water resources that belong to the Palestinians and to end the religious and political instigation aiming at expropriating the Palestinians' properties.

We also demand the Israeli government to facilitate the return of the displaced residents of Yanon village in Nablus to their lands and houses and to take measures to protect them from the aggressive acts of the inhabitants of Eitmar Settlement which is built on their lands and the lands of other Palestinians.
We further emphasize the demand to expedite the disarmament of the Israeli settlers, to track those settlers who were involved in the killing and violent assaults against the Palestinians and to immediately end settlement in the West Bank and Gaza Strip which is considered a violation of the international law. 

The Israeli Government is also demanded to carry out immediate withdrawal from all the occupied territories and to lift the siege imposed on the Palestinian regions.

And to bring the Israeli war criminals before the competent international courts

We demand the Government of the United States of America and the governments of the other countries to stop their military support to Israel as an occupying power.

And to provide prompt support to the Palestinian people in the occupied territories and enable Palestinians to defend themselves and their occupied lands.

Also, to provide humanitarian and medical relief to the Palestinians.
Friends of Humanity International

Vienna, 29 October 2002 

